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against the Gauls, that he did not entirely lack military ca-
pacity, as he certainly possessed some civic virtues. But
these were overclouded by his peculiarities. He now began
in his usual wrong-headed way, and quarreled even with the
senate before leaving Rome for the north, which fact enables
Livy to explain the coming disasters by portents and omens.
Flaminius had reason to fear that he might be again recalled
by this sometimes arrogant body before he could join the
army, as it had formerly tried to recall him from Gaul by
appealing to the superstition of the people. Taking at Ari-
minum the two legions which properly belonged to Servilius,
in addition to the two he had got by lot from Sempronius,
who, we remember, had retired on Luca before winter, he
concentrated at Arretium. Here he purposed to wait quietly
until the roads became passable, when he supposed it would
be time enough to block them against Hannibal. But he
found that the Phoenician did not wait for practicable roads.

Servilius remained in Eome to raise additional forces
and to make arrangements for victualing both armies. In
March he moved to Ariminum with two new legions, to hold
head against the Gauls, who with coming spring would be
apt to move. Scipio was ordered to Spain, his province of
last year, with two legions; and there were, besides, one in
Sicily, one in Sardinia and one at Tarentum. The six le-
gions ran the force of the consuls up to over fifty thousand
men.

Servilius would have been better with Flaminius. There
was no immediate peril from the Gauls. Alone, the Gauls
were not dangerous. Under Hannibal they were much to be
feared; but once beat Hannibal, and they would leave him
without delay. Hannibal was the enemy whom it was essen-
tial to crush. This could only be done by numbers, if at all.hways of a later age, but they were good of their kind.
